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Safeguarding Newsletter 
Welcome to the latest edition of our Parent Safeguarding Newsletter from the William Edwards Safeguarding Team. 

Where we aim to bring you all the latest, relevant help and advice on issues we feel may be of importance to you and 

your child.  This month we are discussing  ‘Harmful Sexual Behaviours’. 

 

Harmful sexual behaviour (HSB) is a term used to describe sexual actions that are outside what is safe for a young per-

son’s stage of development. It includes actions that can harm either the young person themselves, or another person.  

Around one-third of child sexual abuse is thought to be carried out by under-18s, and not all HSB happens face to face, it 

is thought to be more common online for young people.   

Harmful Sexual Behaviour 

Talking to your child about sex & relationships 

 Sexting has become an increasingly common activity among children and young people, often considered by them as 

'normal' harmless fun or flirting; what they fail to see, understand or are unaware of, is the risks and potential conse-

quences that come with  doing this.  

What is the Law? Young people need to be aware that taking, possessing, sharing, showing and distributing indecent 

images of a child U18 is an offence and offences against a child U18 can be committed by a child.  

Young people don’t always recognise the possible effects that posting or sharing their images online can bring; com-

monly, people can get nasty and cause them additional distress, examples are: Blackmail (extortion): An offender may 

threaten to share the pictures with the child's family and friends unless the child sends more images, videos, money or 

images of others. Bullying: Images are sent to, or seen by internet peers or friends at school; this leads to them being 

bullied. Unwanted attention: Images posted online can attract the attention of sex offenders; they know how to en-

gage young people, search for, collect and modify images. Emotional distress: Children and young people can be left 

feeling embarrassed and humiliated. 

Sexting 

Having these conversations with children can be very difficult and  may bring 

about different emotions, so we have provided some resources to support.  

NSPCC 

Brook  

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/sex-relationships/sexual-behaviour-children/
https://www.brook.org.uk/parents-and-carers/

