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Safeguarding Newsle

ADVICE FOR PARENTS & CARE

Welcome to the latest edition of our Parent Safeguarding Newsletter from the William Edwards Safeguarding Team.
Where we aim to bring you all the latest, relevant help and advice on issues we feel may be of importance to you and
your child. This month we are discussing ‘contextual safeguarding’ - what is it and what can we do?

Contextual Safeguarding

Contextual safeguarding recognises that as young people grow and develop they are influenced by a whole range of envi-
ronments and people outside of their family. For example in school or college, in the local community, in their peer
groups or online. Children and young people may encounter risk in any of these environments. Contextual safeguarding
looks at how we can best understand these risks, engage with children and young people and help to keep them safe.

Gangs & Exploitation

Unfortunately, it is a known fact that gangs target chil-
dren and young people to maximise their profits and
physically distance themselves from the act of dealing
drugs. If you want to know more about Gangs and Child
Exploitation, please CLICK HERE to visit our Feb News-
letter which gives you more information about the signs,
what to do and where to get help. You can also find
more information at PACEuk.info

Online Safety

The internet is a wonderful thing and most of us use it on a daily basis. However,
be it a phishing scam or entering details on a fake website, we can all become
vulnerable online and children even more so. You don’t need to be an expert on
the internet to help keep your child stay safe online but you should be aware of
the potential dangers and chat to your child about staying safe online.

To find out more about keeping children safe online, you can visit the NSPCC
ebsite, where they have details of online gaming, internet connected devices
nd social media. Don’t forget you can also enrol on our school platform

’National Online Safety’ using the following link https://

nationalonlinesafety.com/enrol/william-edwards-school

Children and young people may experi-
ence several types of abuse online:

° bullying/cyberbullying

. emotional abuse (this includes
emotional blackmail, for example
pressuring children and young
people to comply with sexual re-
quests via technology

° sexting (pressure or coercion to
create sexual images)

. sexual abuse

. sexual exploitation.

° Grooming



https://nationalonlinesafety.com/enrol/william-edwards-school
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/enrol/william-edwards-school
https://williamedwards.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/FEB-2023-1.pdf
https://paceuk.info/
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-abuse-and-neglect/bullying/
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-abuse-and-neglect/emotional-abuse/
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/research-resources/briefings/sexting-advice-professionals/
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-abuse-and-neglect/child-sexual-abuse/
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-abuse-and-neglect/child-sexual-exploitation/

Vapes

Research suggests that many teens who vape are doing so before ever having
tried a cigarette and therefore not using them as a means to quit, as intended.

In recent months health experts have called for certain vape packaging to be
banned, due to it’s “inappropriate marketing” which is designed to appeal to
teens, with flavours such as ‘bubble gum candy’ and ‘slushie’ and discreet de-
signs which make vapes look like nothing more than a highlighter or mini water
bottle.

Are vapes as bad as cigarettes?

. Vapes are as addictive as cigarettes

. Vapes contain a variety of harmful chemicals such as nicotine, flavour-
ings such as diacetyl and heavy metals like nickel, tin and lead.

. Vapes affect the development of the teenage brain

. Young people are being targeted by vape companies in the design, taste
and flavour of their products.

Vaping has become much more popular among teenagers in the past few years.

Upcoming Events

We are hosting some safe-
guarding events over the com-
ing month. All information
about the following events has
been emailed home. We hope
to see you there.

14th Nov—Youth Violence and
Gangs (Hosted by Thurrock)

30th Nov—Coffee Session
about Contextual Safeguard-
ing and Q&A (Hosted by Miss
Pooley & Ms Wood) 9-10am
or 2-3pm.




