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Safeguarding Newsletter 
Welcome to the latest edition of our Parent Safeguarding Newsletter from the William Edwards Safeguarding Team. 

Where we aim to bring you all the latest, relevant help and advice on issues we feel may be of importance to you and 

your child. We recently held our first parents information evening around Gangs and Youth Exploitation, hosted by our 

local Youth Offending Officer and wanted to share with you some of the useful information she highlighted. Parents who 

attended the evening said it was “Very useful as the information is important for our children and the more informed I am as a par-

ent the better” and “I found it  very interesting, I have a 13 and 10 year old , so need to be aware of the risks”. 

What is criminal exploitation? 

Criminal exploitation is child abuse where children and young people are manipulated and coerced into committing 

crimes.  

Gangs 

It's not illegal for a young person to be in a gang – there are different types of ‘gang’ and not every ‘gang’ is criminal or 

dangerous. However, gang membership can be linked to illegal activity, particularly organised criminal gangs involved in 

trafficking, drug dealing and violent crime  

County Lines 

County Lines is the police term for urban gangs exploiting young people into moving drugs from a hub, normally a large 

city, into other markets - suburban areas and market and coastal towns - using dedicated mobile phone lines or “deal 

lines”. Children as young as 12 years old have been exploited into carrying drugs for gangs. This can involve children being 

trafficked away from their home area, staying in accommodation and selling and manufacturing drugs.  

Gangs and Exploitation 

The following are key signs and indi-

cators that a child could be involved 

in a gang or is being exploited; 

 Missing episodes 

 New unexplained items 

 Calls/messages that can’t go 

un-answered 

 Decline in behaviour at 

school 

 Significant change in de-

meanour  

If you have concerns around your 

child, its important that you look out 

for these signs and report any con-

cerns that you have.  

You can speak to us at school or 

report this using the links on the 

following page. 

Spotting the signs 

There are things you can do to help stop a child from getting involved in a gang, or to 

help them once they've joined.  Speak to them honestly, and listen. Be aware of the 

dangers and signs. Know your child's friends, and where they are going with them. 

Ask for support and advice, from the school, from NSPCC or the local children's ser-

vices. 

What to do if you’re worried 



Advice and Support 

Upcoming Information Evenings 





 


