
 

Key Stage 4     Programme of Study 

 

Year Group Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6 

10 Topic/Enquiry: 
Introduction to 
GCSE Music. 
 
Key knowledge: 
Recap of music 
theory from KS3 
and introduction to 
GCSE theory.  
Introduction to solo 
performance 
assessment. 
 
Assessment: 
Draft solo 
performance.  
 
Values: 
Refining rehearsal 
skills. 
 

Topic/Enquiry:  
Forms and devices. 
 
Key knowledge: 
The history and 
context of Baroque, 
Classical and 
Romantic music. 
 
Common forms and 
musical devices 
used in Baroque, 
Classical and 
Romantic music and 
related musical 
theory. 
 
Musical elements 
from Eduqas set 
work ‘Eine Kline 
Nactmusik’ by 
Mozart. 
 
Assessment: 
Exam styled 
question. 
 
Values: 
Appreciation of 
music history. 
 
 
 

Topic/Enquiry: 
Music for Ensemble 
 
Key Knowledge: 
Identifying: 
 Common 

ensembles  
 Textural devices 
 Accompaniment 

patterns 
 
Assessment: 
Composing using 
the textural devices 
learned in class. 
 
Values: 
Appreciation of 
music history. 
 

Topic/Enquiry: 
Film Music 
 
Key Knowledge: 
How musical 
elements and 
devices create a 
mood. 
 
Make evaluative 
and critical 
judgements about 
musical elements, 
musical contexts 
and musical 
language, using 
appropriate musical 
terminology. 
 
Assessment: 
Exam Style Essay 
Questions 
 
Values: 
Working in the 
music industry. 

Topic/Enquiry: 
Popular Music 
 
Key Knowledge: 
 Set work ‘Africa’ 

for the Eduqas 
GCSE music 
exam board 

 Popular song 
structures 

 Performance 
techniques 
relating to 
popular music 

 
 
Assessment: 
Musicfirst online 
assessment. 
 
Composition 
coursework. 
 
Values: 
Working in the 
music industry. 

Topic/Enquiry: 
Revision & 
coursework. 
 
Key Knowledge: 
 How to 

prepare for the 
appraising 
exam (taken in 
first week of 
year 11). 

 Aural skills 
from the 
musical 
elements 

 To make 
improvements 
and complete 
composing 
coursework.  

 
 
Assessment: 
Composition 
coursework 1. 
 
Values: 
Preparing for 
exams. 



11 Topic/Enquiry: 
Revision & 
coursework 
 
Key Knowledge: 
 How to 

prepare for 
the appraising 
exam  

 Aural skills 
from the 
musical 
elements 

 To make 
improvements 
and complete 
composing 
coursework.  

 How to 
perform as 
part of an 
ensemble. 

 
 
Assessment: 
Solo performance 
coursework. 
 
Finalising 
composition 1 
coursework 
 
Values:  
Preparing for 
exams. 

Topic/Enquiry: 
Revision & 
coursework 
 
Key Knowledge: 
 How to 

prepare for 
the appraising 
exam  

 Aural skills 
from the 
musical 
elements 

 To make 
improvements 
and complete 
composing 
coursework.  

 How to 
perform as 
part of an 
ensemble. 

 
 
Assessment: 
Mock Exam 
 
Values: 
Preparing for 
exams. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Topic/Enquiry: 
Revision & 
coursework 
 
Key Knowledge: 
 How to 

prepare for 
the appraising 
exam  

 Aural skills 
from the 
musical 
elements 

 To make 
improvements 
and complete 
composing 
coursework.  

 How to 
perform as 
part of an 
ensemble. 

 
 
Assessment: 
Ensemble 
performance 
coursework 
 
Values: 
Preparing for 
exams. 

Topic/Enquiry: 
Revision & 
coursework 
 
Key Knowledge: 
 How to 

prepare for 
the appraising 
exam  

 Aural skills 
from the 
musical 
elements 

 To make 
improvements 
and complete 
composing 
coursework.  

 How to 
perform as 
part of an 
ensemble. 

 
 
Assessment: 
Composition 
coursework 2 
 
Values: 
Preparing for 
exams. 

Topic/Enquiry: 
Revision & 
coursework 
 
Key Knowledge: 
 How to 

prepare for 
the appraising 
exam  

 Aural skills 
from the 
musical 
elements 

 To make 
improvements 
and complete 
composing 
coursework.  

 How to 
perform as 
part of an 
ensemble. 

 
 
Assessment: 
Exam preparation. 
 
Values: 
Preparing for 
exams. 

 

 

 

 


