
William Edwards School 
Music Department 

Curriculum Journey

The purpose of the WES MUSIC curriculum:
Music at WES has a strong emphasis on applying knowledge and skills used in 
practical music making.  Students will learn how to listen to music, create music and 
perform music (our golden threads) in a wide range of styles from classical, popular 
and world music traditions through instruments and our iMac suites. The applications 
and implications of what we learn permeate throughout the  course content.  

This journey will show how students will revisit our golden threads throughout their 
time at WES. Each year and through different units,  these threads are revisited to 
revise and progress their knowledge and skills 

- Performing

- Composing 

- Listening
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Stage

2

BTEC Music

GCSE Music

HT6
7E) Musical 
Elements

HT5
7D) Rhythm 

development 

HT4
7C) Instruments of 

the Orchestra

HT 1
8A) Blues Music

HT3
7B) Music Literacy -

Composition

HT2
8B) Samba

HT3
8C) Keyboard Skills

HT4
8D) Making 

melodies

HT5
8E) Step time 

recording

HT3
9C) LeitmotifHT5

9E) Remix

Formative Assessment
Students will be develop their 
music literacy by producing a 

short composition.

Formative Assessment
Student will demonstrate their 

understanding of rhythm by 
composing & performing a 

short piece based on the show 
‘STOMP’.

Formative Assessment
Pupils will perform chords 
on various instruments by 
performing a 12-bar blues.

Formative Assessment
Pupils will demonstrate 

technical control of 
syncopation and rhythm 
by performing as a class 

samba band.

Formative Assessment
Pupils will develop musical 
ideas by composing short 

melodies.

Formative Assessment
Pupils will demonstrate 

technical control of music 
technology by step timing a 

popular song into 
garageband.

Formative Assessment
Pupils will perform 

with technical control 
by producing a cover 

version  of a song. 

Formative Assessment
Pupils will develop  

control of syncopation 
and other rhythms by 
composing an African 
piece on garageband. 

Formative Assessment
Pupils will develop musical 

ideas by composing a 
jingle for an advert.

Formative Assessment
Pupils will demonstrate 

their technical control of 
production techniques 
by creating a remix of a 

song.

HT6
KS3 recap and 

EOKS Exam

HT4
9D) Music and 

Media

HT1
9A) Cover versions

Unit 4: Assessment
Externally assessed  -

pupils will demonstrate 
their knowledge of job 
roles and organisations 
within the industry in 

the 1 hour exam. 

HT6
8F) Reggae 

Music

HT2
9B) African Music

Music producer
Music therapist
Musician
Private music teacher
Secondary school teacher
Sound designer
Sound engineer
Sound technician, 
broadcasting/film/video
Special effects technician

HT 1&2
7A) Music Literacy 

- Reading

Summative Assessment
End of Year 7 Test

Baseline 
Assessment 

D) Improvise and 
compose music for a 
range of purposes.

Begin your KS2 
Music curriculum 
and develop a 
lifelong love of 
learning.

C) Listen with attention to 
detail.

F) Play and perform in solo 
and group contexts.

B) Appreciate and 
understand a wide range of 
music from different 
traditions 
composers/musicians.

A) Develop an understanding 
of the history of music.

E) Use and understand staff and 
other musical notations.

Links to KS2 – C, D, E, F.
Links to KS4 – with film 
music and popular music 
compositions. Links to 
BTEC music.

Links to KS2 – C, D, E, F.
Links to KS4 – links with 
‘music for ensemble’ and 
‘form and devices’ units.

Links to KS2 – A, B, C, E.
Links to KS4 – with ‘music 
for ensemble’ and ‘form 
and devices’ units.

Links to KS2 – B 
C, D, E, F
Links to KS4 –
with ‘music for 
ensemble’ and 
‘form and 
devices’ units.

Links to KS2 – A, B, C, F.
Links to KS4 – links with 
‘music for ensemble’, 
‘form and devices’, ‘film 
music’ and ‘popular music’ 
units.

Links to KS2 – A, B, C, D, E, F
Links to KS3 – 7A, 7B, 7D, 7E, 8B
Links to KS4 – with ‘music for ensemble’, 
‘popular music’ and ‘form and devices’ units.

Formative Assessment
Students will demonstrate & 
apply their understanding of 
musical timbre by completing 

online listening tests.

Links to KS2 – A, B, C, D, E, F
Links to KS3 – 7A, 7B, 7D, 7E, 8A
Links to KS4 – with ‘music for 
ensemble’, ‘popular music’ unit.

Links to KS2 – B, E, F.
Links to KS3 – 7A, 7B, 7C 7D, 7E, 8A
Links to KS4 – with ‘music for ensemble’, 
‘popular music’ units.

Links to KS2 – D, E, F
Links to KS3 – 7A, 7B, 7D, 7E
Links to KS4 – with ‘music for 
ensemble’, ‘popular music’ and 
‘form and devices’ units. Links 
to BTEC Music

Links to KS2 – D, E, F
Links to Year 7 – 7A, 7B, 7D, 7E
Links to KS4 – with ‘music for 
ensemble’, ‘popular music’ and 
‘form and devices’ units. Links 
to BTEC Music

Summative 
Assessment

End of Year 8 test 

Links to KS2 – A, B, C, E. F
Links to KS3– 7A, 7B, 7D, 
7E, 8A, 8B
Links to KS4 – with ‘music 
for ensemble’, ‘popular 
music’ and ‘form and 
devices’ units. Links to 
BTEC Music

KS3 Music

Links to KS2 – B, C, E. F
Links to KS3– 7A, 7B, 7D, 
7E, 8A, 8B, 8C, 8F
Links to KS4 – with ‘music 
for ensemble’, ‘popular 
music’ and ‘form and 
devices’ units. 

Links to KS2 – B, D, E, F.
Links to KS3 – 7A, 7B, 
7D, 7E, 8C, 8D, 8E.
Links to KS4 – with ‘film 
music’ and ‘popular 
music’ units. Links to 
BTEC Music

Links to KS2 – B, C, E, F.
Links to KS3 – 7A, 7B, 7C, 7D, 7E, 8A, 
8D
Links to KS4 – with ‘film music’ unit.

Links to KS2 – B, D, E, F.
Links to KS3 – 7A, 7B, 7D, 7E, 
8A
Links to KS4 – with ‘music for 
ensemble’, ‘popular music’ 
units.

Links to KS2 – C, D, E.
Links to KS3 – 7A, 7B, 7C, 7D, 7E, 8C, 
8D, 8E.
Links to KS4 – with ‘popular music’ 
unit. Links to BTEC Music

Links to KS2 –A, B, C, D, E, F.
Links to KS3 – 7A, 7B, 7C, 7D, 7E, 8A, 
8B, 8C, 8D, 8E, 8F, 9A, 9B, 9C, 9D, 9E.
Links to KS4 – with ‘music for 
ensemble’, ‘form and devices’, ‘film 
music’ and ‘popular music’ units.

KS4

KS5

Later 
Life

University 
degrees

A level/ 
BTEC L3Careers

Unit 4
The Music 
Industry

Unit 1
Planning and 

creating a music 
product

Unit 1: Assessment
Internally assessed – pupils 

will demonstrate their 
understanding of music 

industry practises by creating 
a CD and a music promotion 

pack to accompany it.
Unit 2

Introducing 
Music 

Sequencing

Unit 2: Assessment
Internally assessed – pupils 

will demonstrate their 
understanding of music 

sequencing by composing 
and creating music to a set 

brief

KS5

Unit 3
Introducing Live 

Sound

Unit 3: Assessment
Internally assessed – pupils 

will demonstrate their 
understanding of live sound 

manipulation by running 
the school talent show.

AS level Music
A  Level Music
BTEC National in Music
BTEC Nationals in 
Performing Arts

BA (Hons) Music
BA (Hons) Musical theatre
BA (Hons) Music education
BA (Hons) Music and communities
BA (Hons) Sound and music for games
BA (Hons) Commercial songwriting
BA (Hons) Music business
BA (Hons) Songwriting
BA (Hons) Audio recording and production
BA (Hons) Music composition and technology
BA (Hons) ound engineering

Film Music

HT 4 Assessment
Pupils will use appraising 
skills to make evaluative 
judgements about music 

and mood in a short exam 
styled question paper.

Introduction to 
GCSE Music

HT 1 ASSESSMENT
Pupils will be assessed on 
a short performance on 
an instrument of their 

choice showing technical 
control, expression and 

interpretation.

Forms and 
Devices

Music for 
Ensemble

HT 3 Assessment
Pupils will demonstrate 

technical control of 
garageband and music for 
ensemble by composing 

using specific instrumental 
techniques.

Popular 
Music

HT 5 Composing 
Coursework

Pupils develop 
musical ideas 
with technical 

control and 
coherence by 

composing to a 
brief.

HT 2 ASSESSMENT
Pupils with demonstrate 

and apply their 
understanding of musical 

forms and devices in a 
short exam styled 
question paper.

HT 6 Performing 
Coursework

Pupils perform with 
technical control, 

expression and stylistic 
interpretation for a solo

performance.

Revision/
Coursework

Term 1 Year 11
Pupils develop 
musical ideas 
with technical 

control and 
coherence by 

composing to a 
set brief.

Term 2 Year 11
Pupils perform 
with technical 

control, 
expression and 

stylistic 
interpretation 
for a ensemble
performance.

Revision for 
Listening Exam


