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14th June 2021 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
RE: Relationships, Sex and Health Education (RSHE) at William Edwards School 
 
We recently emailed you regarding the new RSHE curriculum, and invited parents to become involved 
in the consultation. A large number of you have replied, and for that we thank you. We were hoping 
to be able to invite you in to school but at this stage, as this is still not possible, we are sending you 
the key information you need, and asking you to participate in a survey. 
 
As part of your child’s education at William Edwards School, we promote personal wellbeing and 
development through a comprehensive Personal, Social, Health and Economic (PSHE) education 
programme. PSHE education is the curriculum subject that gives young people the knowledge, 
understanding, attitudes and practical skills to live safe, healthy, productive lives and meet their full 
potential. The delivery is through a spiral curriculum to ensure that pupils receive age appropriate 
learning at all stages of their journey through secondary school. 
 
Government guidelines outline that, from the age of 11, it is compulsory for all schools to provide a 
Relationships, Sex and Health Education curriculum. A revised curriculum has been published by the 
DfE which was intended for September 2020, but which was pushed back by the government to 
September 2021 due to Covid. The document can be found by pasting the following link into your 
browser : https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/relationships-education-relationships-and-
sex-education-rse-and-health-education . 
 
I would also like to signpost you to our RSHE & PSHE Policy, which will be reviewed and updated 
following this consultation, and our RSHE information PowerPoint which details the topics that will be 
taught in each year group. Both documents can be found on the school website. 
 
The Right of Withdrawal 
Although schools must provide RSE and Health Education for pupils from the age of 11, up until the 
age of 19, only aspects of the science national curriculum are compulsory for pupils to learn. 
Therefore, as parents, you are entitled to request that your child be removed from sex education 
lessons up to and until three terms before they turn 16-years-old. After that point, if your child wishes 
to receive sex education, the school will make arrangements to provide them with sex education 
during one of those terms. 
 
Parents are not entitled to withdraw their child from any aspect of the Relationships Education or 
Health Education.  
 
Requests for withdrawal should be submitted in writing to Mr Bell, Headteacher, who will assign a 
member of staff to discuss this with you, and determine an appropriate substitute for these lessons. 

http://www.williamedwards.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/relationships-education-relationships-and-sex-education-rse-and-health-education
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/relationships-education-relationships-and-sex-education-rse-and-health-education
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If you have any concerns or queries about your child’s participation in these lessons, please do not 
hesitate to contact either myself or your child’s Head of House to discuss this. We understand that 
parents may have some concerns and are happy to discuss this with you to allay any concerns and 
allow your child to benefit from the lessons fully. 
 
Parent Feedback and Involvement 
As a school community, we are committed to working in partnership with parents/carers and your 
input and views are greatly valued. In order to provide your feedback to this consultation, we invite 
all parents to complete the survey at the below web address: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1baRCUtvBBjdPOR689y6a3kXwwQxzmvGUXsIommYteUs/edit  . 
 
This consultation and feedback will close on July 9th 2021. Your curriculum questions, opinions and 
feedback will enable us to further develop and shape our bespoke curriculum offer, but will also enable 
us to continue to work in partnership with you to meet the needs of all children.  
 
Following this consultation, we will contact you in the autumn term to update you about the next steps 
we will be taking, and we will be offering parents the opportunity to attend a workshop with an RSHE 
focus.  
 
We look forward to receiving your feedback and would like to take this opportunity to thank you for 
your continued support. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
Amanda Wood 
 
Deputy Headteacher 

http://www.williamedwards.org.uk/
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